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Descent of Jesus 
 

Several sources pertaining to Jesus’s ancestry exist in the bible, but nowhere else. In particular sections of the old 

testament (Genesis 5:2-32, 11:11-26, and Chapters 37 and 38 and Chronicles 3:9-18) and the new testament 

(Matthew 1:2-16 and Luke 3:23-38) give genealogical information relevant to Jesus descent. None of the sections 

totally matches any other, but enough similarities exist to attempt a unified genealogy pieced together from all the 

sources. 

 

Working back from Jesus, Matthew and Luke provide information for 19 (Luke) or 10 (Matthew) generations. 

Previous lines tie into Old Testament genealogies with Zorobabel, a descendant of the Judean Kings described in 

Chronicles. Almost immediately the lines of Matthew and Luke diverge, however. Matthew's ancestry line for Jesus 

identifies Jacob as Joseph's father (Jesus’s adopted grandfather); Luke, Heli. I use Luke's genealogy from this 

divergence point at Heli to Zorobabel, 18 generations earlier, recognizing the alternative version of just 8 

generations from Jacob to Zorobabel provided by Matthew. Some say Matthew or Luke represent Jesus maternal 

(Mary's) ancestry while the other represents the adopted paternal ancestry of Joseph. I doubt it. I agree with others 

who believe these two books of the New Testament were written long after the time of Jesus, when, according to 

several passages, Jesus had basically abandoned his family. I find it hard to believe he would have recited his 

genealogy for 20 generations to his disciples or anyone else. I suspect both versions are manufactured attempts 

meant to establish Jesus as the messiah prophesized in the Old Testament to be "of the House of David". These 

"imaginary" lines lead to Zorobabel (Zerubbabel in Chronicles), a descendant of David according to First 

Chronicles, thus providing the link to prophesy. I use Luke's version from Jesus to Zorobabel because it is more 

compatible with a typical generational span of 30 years. I had to assume all birth dates from Jesus birth in 4 BC to 

Zorobabel in about 530 BC. Luke’s line spans 19 generations for an average of about 27.8 years per generation; 

typical of generational separation.  Matthew's 10 generations yields an average of 52.6 years per generation, 

plausible but very unusual for so many generations. For this reason, I select Luke’s line, so I just added 27 years to 

each generation's birth date.  

 

For Zorobabel ancestors, I Chronicles of the Old Testament provides the lineage used here back to David, first King 

of united Israel Then a strange thing happens, the new testament is needed to tie David to the patriarchs of Genesis, 

not necessary for the fulfillment of prophesy, but for completeness. Both Matthew and Luke provide identically 

spelled lists of David’s ancestors leading to Phares, Pharez, son of Judah of Genesis, supplying the only records of 

this line of David's ancestry. Pharez descendants are unknown, so the Genesis story of the patriarchs ends with 

Pharez (for this line) and New Testament writers were free to make up any set of ancestors they wanted, without fear 

of contradiction, so they did. It is surprising to me that both Luke and Matthew use exactly the same list from David 

to Phares, though nowhere else in Jesus genealogy. From Pharez back to Adam and Eve both Matthew and Luke 

follow almost exactly the genealogy of the patriarchs from Genesis, Matthew only to Abraham, Luke all the way 

back to Adam. Strangely, Luke adds a second “Cainan” to Abraham’s ancestors that does not appear in Genesis. 

 

Noting that Matthew's and Luke's versions diverge and reconverge several times suggest both are drawing on 

somewhat similar information. I have tried to piece together a lineage that respects these convergences, especially 

those that also match Chronicles. Critical convergences occur at Zorobabel, Joram, David, Pharez, and Abraham. I 

attempted to fill the gaps between such convergences with what seemed to be the most reasonable list. This same 

information is laid out in different formats in the tables below. 

 

1. Table 1. Jesus Genealogy 

2. Table 2. Codes for Table1, Column 2 

3. Table 3. Lineage Phases and Source Information 
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Table 1. Jesus Genealogy 
(red is complete genealogy, different sources aligned at convergent names) 

Gen Code Matthew Luke Genesis I Chronicles Father’s Age Age at Death 
0 01.0 Jesus Jesus     

1 01.0 Joseph Joseph     

2 01.3 Jacob Heli     

3 01.1 Matthew Matthat     

4 01.3 Eleazar Levi     

5 01.2 Eliud Melchi     

6 01.2 Achim Janna     

7 01.2 Sadoc Joseph     

8 01.2 Azor Mattathias     

9 01.2 Eliakim Amos     

10 01.2 Abiud Naum     

11 02.0  Elsi     

12 02.0  Nagge     

13 02.0  Maath     

14 02.1  Mattathias1     

15 02.1  Semei     

16 02.1  Joseph     

17 02.1  Juda     

18 02.1  Joanna     

19 02.0  Rhesa     

20 03.2 Zorobabel Zorobabel  Zerubbabel   

21 03.3 Salathiel Salathiel  Pedaiah   

22 03.5 Jechonias Neri  Jeconiah   

23 04.0    Jehoiakim   

24 03.5 Josias Melchi  Josiah   

25 03.5 Amon Addi  Amon   

26 03.5 Manages Cosam  Manasseh   

27 03.5 Ezekias Elmodam  Hezekiah   

28 03.5 Achaz Er  Ahaz   

29 03.1 Jotham Jose  Jotham   

30 03.1 Ozias Eliezer  Azariah   

31 04.0    Amaziah   

32 04.0    Joash   

33 04.0    Ahaziah   

34 03.1 Joram Jorim  Joram   

35 02.1  Matthat8     

36 02.1  Levi     

37 02.1  Simeon     

38 02.1  Juda     

39 02.1  Joseph     

40 02.1  Jonan     

41 03.5 Josephat Eliakim  Jehoshaphat   

42 03.4 Asa Melea  Asa   

43 03.4 Abia Menan  Abia   

44 03.5 Roboam Mattatha  Rehoboam   

45 03.4 Solomon Nathan  Solomon   

46 03.0 David David  David   

47 01.0 Jesse Jesse     

48 01.0 Obed Obed     

49 01.0 Booz Booz     

50 01.0 Salmon Salmon     

51 01.0 Naasson Naasson     

52 01.0 Aminadab Aminadab     

53 01.0 Aram Aram     

54 01.0 Esrom Esrom     

55 01.0 Phares Phares Pharez    

56 05.1 Judas Juda Judah    

57 05.0 Jacob Jacob Jacob  40  

58 05.0 Isaac Isaac Isaac  40  

59 05.0 Abraham Abraham Abram(Abraham)2  70 175 

60 06.1  Tharsa Terah  29 205 

61 06.1  Nachor Nahor  30 149 

62 06.1  Saruch Serug  32 239 

63 06.1  Ragau Reu  30 239 

64 06.1  Phalec Peleg  34 464 

65 06.1  Heber Eber  30 433 

66 06.1  Sala Salah  35 465 

67 02.1  Cainan     

68 06.1  Arphaxad Araphaxad  40 565 

69 06.1  Sem Shem  500 600 

70 06.1  Noe Noah  182 950 

71 06.1  Lamach Lamech  047 777 

72 06.1  Mathusala Methuselah  65 969 

73 06.0  Enoch Enoch  162 365 

74 06.0  Jared Jared  65 962 

75 06.1  Maleleel Mahalaleel  70 895 

76 06.0  Cainan Cainan  90 904 

77 06.0  Enos Enos  045 905 

78 06.0  Seth Seth  130 912 

79 06.0  Adam Adam(Eve)  0 930 

80 06.0  God God    
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1 The first of a series of six names repeated almost identically later in Luke’s genealogy. If this group is omitted from the list discrepancies 

between Luke’s and Matthew’s lists are less, though still significant, Luke’s full list included 42 generations from Jesus to David, Matthew’s only 

26. If this repeated group is discarded, both times, Luke’s list reduces to 29 generations, believable if one is for Mary and the other for Joseph, 

hard to reconcile at a difference of 16 rather than 3 generations if these groups are included. David is supposed to have ruled about 1400 years 

before Jesus was born, so 26 generations (Matthew) represents a little less than 40 years per generation while 42 (including the repeated series) 

represents about 25 years. Since records for common folk began in the 1500’s, generations have averaged about 30 years. I suspect lesser 

generational lengths in times past when “education” was not a role for children and postponement of child bearing had less familial economic 

advantage or greater disadvantage as the case may be. 
2 Abrams other son Ishmael (born of his wife Sarai’s, later Sarah, handmaiden Hagar) is claimed to be Mohammed’s ancestor, hence a “patriarch” 

or all Muslims. Sarah and Hagar are the only named mothers after Eve, though Noah’s wife is mentioned, though not by name. After Abraham, 

wives and mothers are commonly listed in the genealogy of Chronicles. 

 

Table 2. Codes for Table 1, Column 2 

Similarities and Dissimilarities among Different Biblical Genealogies of Jesus Ancestry 

 

Code Genealogies Involved Relationships among the names 
01.0 Matthew, Luke Identical 

01.1 Matthew, Luke Similar 

01.2 Matthew, Luke Dissimilar 

02.0 Luke only  

02.1 Luke only Repeated series of six names 

03.0 Matthew, Luke, Chronicles Identical 

03.1 Matthew, Luke, Chronicles Similar 

03.2 Matthew, Luke, Chronicles Matthew – Luke identical, Chronicles similar 

03.3 Matthew, Luke, Chronicles Matthew – Luke identical, Chronicles dissimilar 

03.4 Matthew, Luke, Chronicles Matthew – Chronicles identical, Luke dissimilar 

03.5 Matthew, Luke, Chronicles Matthew – Chronicles similar, Luke dissimilar 

04.0 Chronicles only  

05.0 Matthew, Luke, Genesis Identical 

05.1 Matthew, Luke, Genesis Similar 

06.0 Luke, Genesis Identical 

06.1 Luke, Genesis Similar 

 

Table 3. Lineage Phases and Associated Source Information 

 

Lineage Segment Phase Gens Suggested Source Other Versions 

Adam to Abraham Early Patriarchs 19 Genesis Luke, nearly identical except for a few spelling variations and the insertion of “Cainan” for a 

second time between Sala and Arphaxad (Luke’s spelling), so Luke shows 20 generations. 

Abraham to Pharez Later Patriarchs 4 Genesis Luke and Matthew, nearly identical, some spelling variations 

Pharez to King David New Testament “Fill ins” 9 Luke and Matthew Identical lists 

David to Jehoshaphat Descent of Kings 5 First Chronicles Matthew, nearly identical; 
Luke, completely different names except at five generations from David Luke identifies 

Eliakim rather than Jehoshaphat (Chronicles) or Josephat (Matthew), noting that Chronicles 
identifies Jehoshaphat’s birth name as Eliakim. All three versions show 5 generations. 

Jehoshaphat to Joram Descent of Kings 1 First Chronicles Matthew, identical for this single generation; 

Luke inserts six generations between Eliakim (Jehoshaphat, see above) and “Jorim” (Joram 
in Matthew and Chronicles). Of these six “inserted” names (Matthat, Levi, Simeon, Juda, 

Joseph, Jonan) four almost identically correspond to names from Jesus’s 4th to 8th generation 
of ancestors (Matthat, Levi, [Melchi], Janna, Joseph (note switched positions of Joseph and 

Jonan-Janna). Without these inserted generations, Luke tracts Matthew and Chronicles 
identifying Jorim as Eliakim descendant.  Luke thus shows 7 generations. 

Joram to Zerubbabel Descent of Kings 14 First Chronicles Matthew, nearly identical except for all name spellings and the omission of Ahaziah, Joash, 

and Amaziah and later, Jehoiakim. 

Luke completely different names until Salalthiel which matches Matthew and his father 

Zorobabel which matches Matthew and Chronicles (Zerubbabel). Matthew and Luke both 
identify Salathiel as Zorobabel’s father, while Chronicles identifies Pedaiah as his father, 

identifying Salathiel as Pedaiah’s brother. Matthew and Luke show the same 10 generations, 
while Chronicles shows 14. 

Zerubbabel to Jesus Luke 20 Luke Matthew, completely different until Joseph, Jesus’s “adopted” father. Matthew shows 11 

generations from Jesus to Zorababel, Luke, 20. 

Jesus to Adam Total 722 All  
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